
BOMBARDED TWO HOUSES,
Contractor Slattery's Blast Did

More Execution Than He
Anticipated.

Mrs. Henry Classen Was Badly In¬
jured in the Breast by a Fly¬

ing Piece of Granite.

WINDOWS AND WALLS WERE BROKEN.

Mrs. McCormack Had a Narrow Escape in
Her Grocery Store.Cause of the Un¬

expected Explosion Has Not
Yet Been Explained.

There was a bombardment on West For¬
ty-sixth street yesterday, suggestive of a

hostile siege, and resulting in serious in
juries to two women and much destruction
of property.
For some time past Contractor John Slat-

terv, of Xo. 368 Park avenue, has been ex-

cavuting for the foundation of a big flat
house at Xo. 513 West Forty-sixth street.
At the rear of the lot is a bed of solid
granite, and blasting operations have been
frequent. Yesterday afternoon, just after
4 o'clock, a charge was exploded calcu¬
lated to dislodge an enormous quantity of
roek.
It is at present an open question whether

too much -of the explosive was used or
whether the excavation was improperly
made. The result was appalling to the in¬
habitants of the "vicinity.
Immediately opposite the vacant lot are

two three-story buildings, Nos. 514 and 516,
the ground floors of which are occupied re¬

spectively /by Henry Classen, a barber,
and Mrs. McCormack, who keeps a grocery
store. Although these are fully fifty feet
from the scene of the blasting, they re¬
ceived the full force of the cannonade.

HUKLED AT THE HOUSES.
When the mine exploded lumps of solid

granite, some of them over a cubic foot in
dimensions, were hurled straight at these
buildings. Mrs. Classen had left her three
weeks' old baby upstairs, and she was
standing by the front door of her hus¬
band's shop when the shower of stones fell
One jagged lump struck her in the breast,
inflicting a terrible wound. Others cut
her face and arms. She fainted twice be¬
fore an ambulance arrived. The surgeon,
with her own physician, dressed her
wounds, and she remained at home, but
last night It was feared that her wounds
may prove fatal. Through the windows
nnd door of the barber's shop over a dozen
pieces of rock were hurled, most of them
being over six inches square. One enorm¬
ous lump struck the eighteen-inch wall
and penetrated it.
In Mrs. McCormack's store, next door, the

damage was considerable. Close to the
door jamb a mass of rock had carried away
half a dozen bricks from the wall, while
every window in the place was broken. Mrs
McCormack was coming from a back room
which Is separated from the store by cur¬
tains, when a piece of granite struck this,
and its force being broken, she escaped with
a bruise on the forehead. A number of win¬
dows in the vicinity were broken by the
concussion.
A panic ensued in the neighborhood, and

wild rumors of many killed and wounded
drew such a dense crowd from the thickly
populated districts that the police reserves
had to be called out to keep order. Con¬
tractor Slatt-ry last night sail he was un¬
able '

.uii *«r the disaster, but the peo-
vicinity ,*ei\. unanimous in the

that proper precautions had never
t>eon taken to cover up and protect the
mines.

THE FEAST OF ST. AGNES.

Prominent Prelates Will Participate in the
Celebration January 26.

The Rev. Dr. Brann, rector of St. Agnes's
Ciurch, In East Forty-second street, has
completed arrangements for an elaborate
celebration of the feast of the patron saint
of his church. The feast day occurs on

Tuesday, January 21, but the event will not
be observed until the following Sunday.
The Right Rev. Bishop McFaul, of Trenton,
has consented to sing the pontifical mass
and Bishop Burke, of Albany, will preach
the sermon. His Grace Archbishop Corri-
gan and Bishop Farley will be in the
sanctuary.
Dr. Brann has arranged a special musical

programme for the day. The choir, which
has been enlarged for the occasion, will
sing Hayden's "Imperial'' mass. In the
evening solemn vespers will be sung and a
sermon will be delivered by the Rev. Dr.
Francis IL Wall, of the Church of the Holv
ltosary, one of the most eloquent preachers
In the diocese. The collection at the mass
will be taken up by twelve little girls
dressed in white, and will be deroted to the
purchase of a new marble altar.

AMUSEMENT NOTES.
John J. McNally, who wrote "The Night

Clerk" and other farce comedies, has writ¬
ten a sketch for John Mason and Marion
Manola. It will be produced at Keith's
Theatre in a few weeks. *

Esther Hlrsch, the contralto, will give
*t covert at the Mendelssohn Glee Club
Hall this evening. She will be assisted by
Bernice James, E. C. Towne, Leon Rains
Anton Hegner and Seismit Doda
Antoinette Szumowska, Paderewskl's

only pupil will give a piano recital at Men-
delssohu *rlce Club Hall this afternoon
The first production of Von Moser's com¬

edy, "Luck in Love," will be given at the
Irving Place Theatre Thursday night. Sat¬
urday evening a festival performance will
be given in commemoration of the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Proclamation of the
German Empire.
Henry Miller and other members are busv

rehearsing "Michael and His Lost Angel,"
which will be produced at the Empire to¬
morrow night.
Max O'Reli will lecture at the Lyceum

Theatre to-morrow afternoon on "Th»
Little Foibles of John Bull, Sandy and
I at. Friday afternoon's lecture wll» he
"American Society L"p to Date."
Hoyt^s "Trip to ChinatoVn" Company

will go to Australia in June. It will be the
first of his p ays to be seen there. Fred
K. Zweifel will have charge of the com¬
pany.
w«t. tn ?each Y?w' the California soprano,
w ill begin a series of concerts at Carnegie
Hall January 21. She will be assisted by
sig. Campanari, Maximilian Dick and in
orchestra directed by Anton Seidl. She
W 11 g«e t*»i Dmtiuee concert January 24
with M. I lancon as her chief assistant'
Miss Yaw's voice is said to exceed in
range that of any other soprano.
.Manager E. B. Rice's latest discovery is

a young woman who calls herself Yvette
\ lolette She comes of a "blue blood"
I< rench family, he says, and has for a long
time followed Yvette Guilbert like a
shadow being under a sort of hypnotic
spell. She has never spoken to Miss Guil¬
bert, but has adored her from a distance
He declares that she Is so "saturated"
vt

G°tlb*rt's personality that she is
able to Impersonate the French music hall
8ing"r In voice and action so correctly as
to warrant being called her double. Iu
addition, she bears a remarkable resem¬
blance tr> the X4,0()0-a-week songstress, and
when made up the likeness is startling.
She has never appeared on the stage, and
Mr. Rice has engaged her for "Excelsior

i® wk, play she will make her
debut Thursday night in the theatre part of
Olympia.
As the date approaches for the Aeolian

Concert, to be given in Mendelssohn Glee
. "ib Hall. 21st lust., interest in musical
circles begins to rally on the event. The
line arrray of soloists, supported by a
chorus of forty voices, will be accom¬
panied by the Aeolian, upon which is cen¬
tred the main interest in the concert.

.

:s promised, will be a convincing
test of the capabilities of the instrument.
Itiyarile the celebrated violiuigt, will par¬
ticipate in ihe programme.

SPRAKER NOW IN PARIS?
He Has Not Communicated with His

Family, but Has Written to Several
Acquaintances in This Gity.

James D. Spraker, the missing son-in-law
of John H. Starin, the millionaire steam¬
boat owner, is in Paris.that is, he is be¬
lieved to be there, as it was from that city
that the last letter was received from him
by his friends in this city. His where,
abouts, however, are so much a matter of
conjecture that Mrs. Spraker, who is suing
her missing husband for a separation, has
secured permission from the courts to sub¬
stitute published notices of the suit for the
usual personal service.
Friends of Mr. Spraker say they are ut¬

terly at a loss to account for his strange
actions. Why he should have sacrificed an
established business, deserted his wifo and
family and left the country so secretly is
a mystery which puzzles them. Some tblnk
there is a woman in the case, and say that
when Spraker sailed for Europe he did not
go alone. Others say that Mr. Spraker's
action was in keeping with his entire con¬
duct for some months, and claim that he is
mentally unbalanced.
While his business was a profitable one,

Spraker never save it very close personal
attention. He left the store to be looked
after by his chief bookkeeper, while he
spent his time with more congenial asso¬
ciates. With them he was looked upon as
a good fellow, who spent money freely and
was reckless of the consequences.
Lately, however, a marked change had

come over him. He grew as morbid as he
had been light-hearted before. Many of his
acquaintances tried to discover the cause
of liis melancholy, but to few of them
would he make any statement. To these
he said that his business was worrying him
and that he doubted if he would pull
through.
As his family and friends were giving up

all hope of locating him, a letter was re¬
ceived from him dated at Paris. The let¬
ter was written to an acquaintance in this
city, who notified the members of the fam-
lty. Since then other acquaintances in the
city have received letters from him, but
to his relatives and closest friends he has
sent no word.
A few weeks ago Mrs. Spraker decided

LAY DEW OS "L" TRACKS.
Frank Bouressi's Body Found at

Ninth Street and Third
Avenue Station.

How It Got There Is a Mystery, but
He Probably Jumped in Front

of a Train to Die.

AN ARCHITECT AND A LINGUIST.

He Had Come Here from Alsace, bdt
Illness Had Impaired His Mind and He

Become a Low-Salaried Clerk
for a Furniture Mover.

Prank Bouressi was twenty-four years
old when he came to New York from Al¬
sace to see what he could do in the New
World. This was nine years ago. His
father had occupied a responsible position
in the Post Office Department of Alsace-
Lorraine, and had given Prank a generous
education. The young man adopted archi¬
tecture for a profession, while his elder
brother entered the army, and is now an
officer in the German establishment.
Bouressi was especially proficient in

languages, and when he left Europe he
was familiar with live.French. German,
English, Bohemian and Latin. An attack
of typhoid fever impaired his intellect, and
when his mother died, ten years ago, the
little fortune of two or three 'thousand
dollars she left him was rapidly lost in
speculation. Then he came here, with just
enough to keep him for a few months.
His weakened mind made it impossible

for Bouressi to do anything in his profes¬
sion, and he took up whatever would
provide a living. Previous to answering an
advertisement for a clerk, inserted in the
newspapers by William Gunther, a fur¬
niture mover at No. 201 East Fifty-second
street Bouressi had worked in a hat store,

JOHN HARE IIA NEW BILL
Impersonates an Old-Fashioned

Aristocrat in "A Quiet Rub¬
ber " at Abbey's.

" Les Huguenots" Sung in the Met¬
ropolitan Opera House with a

Powerful Cast.

DREW REVIVES "CHRISTOPHER, JR."

" Milk White Flag" in the Grand."The
Night Clerk " in Harlem Opera House.

New Attractions in the Vaude¬
ville and Concert Halls.

John Hare made a change in his bill at
Abbey's Theatre last night, producing
Charles Coghlan's adaptation of "La Partle
de Piquet" under the title of "A Quiet
Rubber." He gave an admirable imper¬
sonation of the old-fashioned aristocrat
whom nothing can move. He was assisted
by Gilbert Hare, Charles Groves and Nellie
Thorne. "A Pair of Spectacles" preceded
the new play, Mr. Hare again impersonat¬
ing the genial old gentleman whose rosy
view of life is changed with his eyeglasses.

METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE.
"Les Huguenots" was given again with a

remarkable cast in Metropolitan Opera
House last night. Mme. Nordica sang the
part of Yalentina; Mme. Scalchi, Urbano;
Mile. Bauermeister, Dama d'Onore, and
Mme. Melba, Margherita. It was difficult
to say which was the favorite. Ed de
Reszke was featured on the programme for
the part of Marcello. Signor Russitano,
Jean de Reszke being sick, gang the
role of Raoul di Nangis. Others in the

Where the Body of Frank Bouressi Was Found.
A man waiting1 on the platform of the Third avenue elevated station at Ninth street, on the downtown side,

about dawn yesterday, saw a body on the uptown track lying beyond where egines usually stop. The engineer of an
approaching train saw the body and stopped. Patrolman Heidenrich, standing in the street below, saw blood drip¬
ping from the elevated framework, and he ran upstairs and assisted in bearing the body from the spot marked X
to the platform. Bouressi was an architect and knew five languages. His mind having been impaired by a fever,
he had worked for four years as a furniture mover's clerk for 520 a month and his board. He left a note giving his
love to his employer.

(Sketched by a Journal staff artist.)
to sue for a separation, and papers were
drawn up by Dittenhoefer, Gerber & James.
In these the cause stated was desertion.
Another effort was made to find Spraker,
but he had moved from the Paris address
given in his last letter and had not said
where he was going.
The members of Mr. Starin's family yes¬

terday refused to discuss the disappearance
of Mr. Spraker.
THE MYSTERIOUS NEPTUNO.

It Is Believed She Is Being Fitted Out as a

Blockade Runner.
Rumors are still being circulated that the

steamer Neptuno is being fitted out for the
Cuban revolutionary party.
A dispatch from Perth Amboy received

yesterday says that Shipbuilder Ramsey is
preparing to overhaul the Neptuno. Mr.
Ramsey received the order to repair her
from W. YV. Hurlbut & Co., who are sup¬
posed to be the agents of the vessel. Mr.
Ramsey says he does not know who the
owner Is. It la said that she is to be the
flagship of a squadron. It is said that the
Cubans have several other vessels nearby
and that as soon as the repairs to the Nep¬
tuno are completed she will sail for Cuba.
The agents of Spain are keeping a sharp

watch on the steamer, and there are also
several private detectives in and around
the shipyards. If she should attempt to go
away suddenly she might be seized. It is
believed in Perth Amboy that the repairs,
the nature of which Shipbuilder Ramsey
refuses to disclose, consist of fitting the
Neptuno as a blockade runner.

SAVED BY A HUMAN LADDER.

Banker Keog'n's Family Have a Narrow
Escape from Death by Firo.

Sturgeon Bay, Wis., Jan. 13..At a fire iu
the residence of Banker James Keogh early
yesterday morning, four members of the
family and the domestics were badly
burned, and one was severely cut with
glass.

All the members of the family were
asleep with the exception of the two eldest
girls, who were just returning from a party,
when a lamp in the sitting room exploded,
filling the room almost instantly with burn¬
ing oil. \
Mr. Keogh saved four children by heroic

dashes through the flames. Up stairs were
two daughters, one of whom managed to
escape uninjured. The other broke a win-
down, being badly cut therefrom, and was
rescued by three young men, who formed
a human ladder by standing on each other's
shoulders. It is feared «T" who
was 111, will die from tho shock.

for Just enough to keep sour and body to¬
gether. Gunther liked the man's appear¬
ance and hired him for $20 a month, with
board and lodging.
That was five years ago, and until yes¬

terday Bouressi had never missed a day at
his duties in the little cellar office on East
Fifty-second street. lie failed to come
home Suuday night, and the fli-st Gunther
knew of his clerk's whereabouts was a
notification yesterday morning that a man
with a tag attached to a bunch of keys,
and bearing his address, was dead at the
Fifth Street Police Station. Gunther went
to the station and identified the body as
that of Bouressi.
At a few minutes before 7 o'clock that

morniug a man standing on the downtown
station of the Third avenue elevated road
at Xinth street shouted to Engineer Dick¬
inson, of train No. 50, bound uptown, that
a man was on the track ahead of hira.
Dickinson was about to pull out from the
station, but, seeing the man, he stopped.
Policeman Heidenrich, who had been
watching blood dripping down from the
track, ran up to the station, and with the
train hands he moved the body to the sta¬
tion platform. An ambulance call was
sent in, as the man seemed to be alive, but
Dr. Ayer, of Bellevue Hospital, who ar¬
rived "promptly, said that the man was
dead. The man had been lying with his
head near one of the rails and his legs
dangling between the ties. Both legs were
crushed and on the head were several cuts
and bruises.
The station men said the man had not

bought a ticket, and how he got where he
was found they could not conceive unless
he had climbed one of the pillars from the
street. That is improbable, as It would
have been difficult for him to have done
that and escape observation. He had
probably jumped in front of a train, and
the body carried to where It lay, was just
beyond where the engine stops at the upper
end of the platform. No one knows how
or when the body got there. In his pockets
were a ten cent piece and a few pennies,
with some keys and this note in German:
Crazy and unable to live longer. Send best

love to William, wife and children. I took 50
cents along. Forgive me. God be with me. Do
not let any one know bow I died.
William Gunther, to whom this note was

written, said:
"He was a simple fellow, as honest as

the day. I would trust him with any¬
thing. His mind was weak, though, and he
had to put everything down, because he
could not remember for a minute. Every
Sunday he would dress up and go down
town somewhere to see some friends he
had, but he would never tell me who
they were. He went as usual yesterday,
and never came back. Poor Frank! He
was gentle as a girl, and a perfect gentle¬
man in every way. I shall bury him; he
shall not go lo Potter's Field."
The body is at the Morgue, but none

of the friends with whom Bouressi used to
spent' Si'iflpva Hove called to see it.

cast were Signor Ancona, M. Plancon, M.
de Longprez, Signor Rinaldlnl. Signor Vivi-
anl, Signor de Vaschetti and Signor Vannl.
Mile. Gluri headed a corps of graceful
dancers.

PALMER'S.
John Drew and his company were seen

In a revival of "Christopher, Jr." at
Palmer's last night. Miss Ryley's pretty
comedy was received with unusual warmth.
In addition to the star, Maud Adams, Elsie
De Wolfe, Harry Harwood and the other
favorites were heartily welcomed in their
familiar parts. The play will be seen this
week only, and Mr. Drew will on January20 produce "The Squire of Dames," which
Charles Wyndham Is now playing in Lon¬
don.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE.
Hoyt's satire on the militia, "A Milk

White Flag," was revived at the Grand
Opera House last night. The merry mix¬
ture of farce, burlesque and comic opera
played to a large audience. Charles Stan¬
ley was again seen as Napoleon, a part
which has won him fame. A newcomer,
Clairesse Agnew, took the part of Pony
Luce, and was heartily applauded for her
songs and dances. Frank Lawton, George
Beane and Lloyd Wilson retain their origi¬
nal parts.

HARLEM OPERA HOUSE.
If laughter is a good medicine, those who

attended the performance of "The Night
Clerk" at the Harlem Opeuii House last
night received enough tonic to guarantee
them immunity against ills. Peter Dalley
In mirth-making had able assistants in Jen¬
nie Yeamans, John Sparks, Gertrude Fort,
Frank Tannehill, Jr., and a host of others.
The play abounds in pretty muslck which
Is well rendered by clever singers.

COLUMBUS.
Chauncey Olcott, the popular singing

comedian, appeared at the Columbus Thea¬
tre last night In his new play, "The Irish
Artist." The pretty romance was inter¬
spersed with ballads by Mr. Olcott. The
supporting company was very good, and the
scenic effects beyond the average.

FOURTEENTH STREET.
Few melodramas of the present time

have achieved such success as "Saved from
the Sea," which was produced at the Four¬
teenth Street Theatre last night. The plot
deals with an interesting story of love
and Intrigue. The comedy element alone
Is w6rth going to hear. Among the real¬
istic scenes are a rescue at sea, an explo¬
sion and the breaking of an overhauglng
bridge. The company Is a good one.

HERALD SQUARE.
Bfandscme giiver pin trays, suitably in

scribed, were presented to the ladies at
the Herald Square Theatre last night. The
trays were heart shaped, with filagree edg¬
ing, and were given in commemoration or
the one hundredth performance of "The
Heart of Maryland." In the audience were
a party of ocean steamer commanders and
unattached captains. The performance was
carried through with unusual vim.

KOSTER & BIAL'S.
Rosie Rendel, a clever and graceful trans¬

formation dancer, made her American
debut at Koster & Bial's last night. She
fully justified the managerial predictions,for her specialty act won her rounds of ap¬plause. Paul Martiuetti and his panto¬mime troupe; Bernito, the double-voiced
man; the trained seals; Cinquevalli, the
juggler, and the acrobatic Craggs, were
other features of the excellent programme.

OLYMPIA.
The Almasio brothers, acrobatic clowns,

from Europe, made their first American ap¬
pearance at Hamruerstein's Olympla last
night. Their act in many respects is de¬
cidedly out of the usual run, and they
were received warmly. Yvette Guilbert,whose engagement ends to-morrow night,
sang some new songs, and was, as usual,nearly exhausted by encores. The Leamysisters, in trapeze feats; Mile. Frazetty,the dancer, and a host of bar performer*;and acrobats tilled out an interesting pro¬
gramme. "Excelsior, Jr.," still remains a
drawing attraction In the theatre part, and
new "business" was introduced.

KEITH'S.
The Corty brothers, horizontal bar acro¬

bats and comedians, made their first bow
to an American audience at Keith's Union
Square Theatre. They gave one of the
most novel and entertaining acts ever seen
at that playhouse. The Zalva trio, high
wire performers, began the last week of
their engagement. O'Brien and Havel re¬
produced their amusing sketch. "The News¬
boy's Courtship," and the Nawns had a
new farce entitled "Taking the Pledge."Among the other entertainers were Press
Eldridge, the three Nighton brothers, the
Ha Vans, McNulty sisters and Morrisy and
Rich.

PROCTOR'S PALACE.
The twin sisters Abbott, well known for

their work in "1492," made their vaudeville
debut at Proctor's Pleasure Palace last
night. Their songs were received with
more than usual warmth, and their venture
was a success from the start. Weber and
Fields gave another amusiug sketch, Lottie
Gllson had new songs, Lockhart's elephants
went through their amusing tricks and
James F. Hoey told some new stories.
Prominent in the long list of entertainers
were the Flying Dillons, Elsie Adair,
Stanley and Berbock. the Acme Four, Ger¬
trude Mansfield, Major Newell and Mabel
Slsson.

TONY PASTOR'S.
It is not a misnomer to call Harland and

Rollinson musical experts. Those two
clever performers appeared at Tony Pas¬
tor's last night for the first time In this
country, and gave a masterly exhibition
of their skill with various instruments.
Lydla Dreams, the ventriloqulal originality,'
made her reappearance with new special¬
ties Kitty Mitchell, late of "The Crazy
Patch," sang and danced. Other good
features of the bill were Josephine Sabel,
the Donovans, J. C. Harrington, the Ko¬
daks, Mr. and Mrs. Marsh and the liyders.

PEOPLE'S.
"Coon Hollow," with Its wealth of

scenery, was produced at the People's
Theatre last night. Not only is the story
of the play an interesting romance of the
South, but its realistic scenes commend it
to the play-going public. The bursting
dam, iteamboat race and cotton press are
all particularly good. Lizzie Evans heads a
strong cast.

SANFORD'S.
A romantic interest Is vested in "The

Bowery Girl," which was produced at San-
ford's Theatre last night. She Is a heroine
of the streets about whom a love story of
more than passing interest is woven. There
are some startling mechanical effects seen
in the play, and the company Includes such
capable performers as Clara Thropp, Ma¬
mie Ryan, George W. Thompson, Emma
Sardou and Edward Clifford.

IMPERIAL MUSIC HALL.
Many changes were made in the vaude

vllle programme of the Imperial Music
Hall last night. The Devere family of ac¬
robats headed the bill. Mae Lowery had
some new songs; Horwitz and Bowers in
their travesty gave an amusing perform¬
ance; Louise Manfred sang better than
ever and Charles Wayne, the eccentric
comedian, kept the audience in roars of
laughter. Blocksom and Burns and the
three Dunbar sisters were also good at¬
tractions, and the performance ended with
the amusing burlesque, "The Prisoner of
Sunday.

EIGHTH AVENUE.
Flynn and Sheridan's big double show

was a great attraction at Miner's Eighth
Avenue Theatre last night. The company
comprises twenty white and fifteen Creole
performers, among whom are some ex¬
ceedingly clever people. Julietta Nel¬
son, the high-wire queen, was the special
feature. This evening a genuine wedding
will occur on the stage during the perform¬
ance* Mattie James and Herbert Antbrope,
two of the Creole artists, are to be joined
In wedlock. The audience will be enabled
to witness the ceremony.

BOWERY.
A bevy of pretty girls greeted the audi¬

ence at Miner's Bowery Theatre last night.
They were members of Sam T. Jack's
Extravaganza Company, which includes a
host of specialists. They were headed by
Mile Fovette, said to be "the handsomest
woman in France." A series of living pic¬
tures was a feature of the performance.

EDEN MUSHE.
An elaborate concert recital was given by

Koevessy and his orchestra at the Eden
Musee last night. De Grimm's waxwork
irrouo on the Venezuelan situation attracted
great attention. Other groups are In prepa¬
ration.

Curtis Can't Play "Gentleman Joe.'
Judge Lacombe, of the United States

Circuit Court, yesterday granted the mo¬

tion of Henry Lowenfeld to restrain
Maurice B. Curtis from producing the
play called "Gentleman Joe, and said;

It may be that when all the testimony is
adduced ou the trial there will be found some
sufflc'ent excuse for the flagrant violations by
the defendant of the agreement between him¬
self and the complainant, but as the case
now stands upon the undisputed facts it is
difficult to see upon what theory defendant
claims that he still has the right to perform
the play.

MUSIC AT THE_ WALDORF.

A Select Congregation of Society Leaders
at Mr. Bagby's Entertainment.

Mr. Albert Morris Bagby gave the second
of his new series of musical mornings at
the Waldorf yesterday. A delightful pro¬
gramme was arranged for the occasion as

follows:
. w1 Andante and Finale Goltermann

Mma. Fluvie Van Den Hende.
2. a Dorml pure (sleep on) «Y,V . i , r;b La Fermlere Guy d Uardelot

Slgnor Ancona.
3. Che faro . . . . . . Gluck

Mme. Ilelene Hastreiter.
4. a Herbes et fleure lopper

b The Spinner .Duncklcr
Mme Flavle Van Den Hende.

5. a Amour enptif .... Chamlnude
b Viatique (a song of faith) Chaminade

Siguor Ancona.
6. a Ah se tu dormi ^ accaj

b Es war ein Trautn Lassen
Mme. Heleue Hastreltor.

Signor Aucona received an ovation after
his last number and sang the Toreador
song from "Carmen" as an encore. In the
audience were Mrs. James W. Gerard, Mrs.
William Outhout, Mrs. George G. De Witt,
Mrs. Eugene Kelly, Jr., Mrs. John R.
Drexel Mrs. Samuel Pennlman, Mrs. John
Di Zerega, Mrs. A. M. McGregor, Mrs.
Eugene Bliss, Mrs. William F. Havemeyer,
Mrs. William Pollock, Mrs. Richard lrvin,
Mrs Walter Watrous, Mrs. G. G. Howland,
Mrs Bolton Hall, Mrs. W. B. Parsons, Mrs.
Gouverneur Morris, Mrs. Gordon Norrlo,
Mrs George Kemp, Mrs. George Hoadly,Mrs" Grenvllle Winthrop, Mrs. James HudeBeekman. Mrs. Clarence Postley, Miss
Elizabeth Bradhurst, Miss Euretta Ker-
nochan. Miss Edith Clapp. Miss Marnlp
Field, Miss Mihno. Mr. James Otis, Mr.
Frank Otis. Mr. Charles Wyndham-Quin.
Mr. Frank Lambert and Mr. Alfred De
Castro.

i mow

In the Contest for It More of
the Tuscarora's Life Is

Revealed.

Dr. Phelps Repeated Some of His
Patient's Expressions in a Low

Voice and Blushed.

THE DEAD MAN'S VALET TESTIFIES.

Refused to Admit That His Late Master
Was Eccentric, and Described the

Scene of Mrs. Haskin Leaving
the House for Good.

Whether John B. Haskin, famous as the
Tuscarora of Tammany Hal!, was a jiaretic
when he executed his will, leaving nearly
the whole of his million-dollar estate to
his son and namesake and cutting off his
laughters and sons-in-law with $5,000 and
£1 each respectively, was the question that
was presented to Surrogate Arnold yester-
lay during the contested proceedings for
the probate of the will.
All of the interested persons who sat in

the Surrogate's Court throughout the day.
and there were a couple of dozen of them.
recalled the stories of the old man's ec¬
centricities, told at a previous hearing,
to the effect that he had not been on good
terms with his wife, and had been posi¬
tively inimical to his daughters and to their
husbands. It had been alleged that old
Mr. Haskin was entirely under the Influ¬
ence of his son, who looked after all his
business affairs.
James B. A. Griffin, a light mulatto, the

faithful body servant of the deceased, who,
for two years prior to the Tuscarora's
ieath, scarcely left his side for a moment,
was called to the stand by ex-Surrogate
Itansom. He is one of the two witnesses
to Mr. Haskin's signature to the will, and
It was supposed that he was much in tne
contldence of the testator.

THE SIGNING OF THE WILL.
Griffin told how he had been employed by

poung Haskin to wait upon the father. He
rid that he had seen old Mr. Haskin sign
:he will, and that he was sure his master
ivas sound in mind and body.excepting
certain trouble in his legs.wnen he exe¬
cuted the document.
Lawyer John M. Bowers cross-examined

Griffin. In regard to Mrs. Haskin's de¬
parture from the house, he said he believed
that the Incident occurred in the h all of
L804, a year before the Tuscarora s deatn.
Lawyer Bowers remarked sotto voce that
t was lu the Autumn of 1893, but Griffin
stuck to his opinion. She left, he said,
ibout 10 o'clock in the morning, half an
tiour after a noisy conversation with her
son in her own room. Mrs. Haskin, lie
said, was the only one who was noisy in
ler remarks; young Haskin was as meek
is a lamb. The mother went out, earry-
ing nothing but a small bag. blie left tne
house without saying a word to anybody,
ifter she had concluded her conversation
with her son. Her departure was an excit-
ug event in the household history, Gritliu

l<AskH|diiow he happened to be one the
subscribing witnesses of the will, Griffin
said that Mr. Haskin sent him to fetch Dr.
Halton, who lived half a mile away. When
lames reported that Dr. Balton was out,
Mr. Haskin said:

.

"Oh, I suppose you'll do just as well.
James found Dr. Charles Phelps. Lawyer

\ble Crook and young Haskin in the parlor
with the old man. Mr. Haskin took Dr.
Phelps aside and conversed with him in
whispers in an alcove of the billiard loom,
Lawyer Crook remaining in the parlor.
Young Haskin dlsapeared. After Mr.
Haskin signed his will and Dr. Phelps had
witnessed his signature, James also af¬
fixed his name to the instrument.

HIS WAGES CUT DOWN.
Since the old man's death, James said,

he had been employed by young Haskin, not
as a body servaut, but as a chef.
"What are the duties of a chef, asked

Lawyer Bowers.
. ,,"Full charge of the culinary department,

answered Griffiin. His wages had been re¬
duced from $15 a week to $25 a month.
"That's pretty poor pay for a chef, Law¬

yer Bowers remarked.'

"I've had some mighty poor chefs who
have cost me more than that,' said ex-Sur¬
rogate Ransom.

,

As a proof of his master s strong men-
talitv. Griffin said that Mr. Haskin kept
his own accounts in a small book, in which
the son also made entries. Lawyer Good¬
rich senior counsel for the contestants,
called upon ex-Surrogate Ransom to pro¬
duce that book at the next hearing.
After recess young Haskin was called to

the stand to testify as tp the existence of
the account book of which tlie valet had
spoken He said he had turned ail of the
books and papers over to Mr. < look, his
attorney. He couldn't remember of a prior
will made by his father.

DR. PHELPS THE OTHER WITNESS.
Dr. Charles Phelps, of No. 34 West Thir¬

ty-seventh street, the other witness to Mr.
Haskin's signature, said the deceased had
been one of his patients.since 1871. He
identified the signature o Mr. Haskin, G tif¬
fin and himself on the will, and said he
was almost sure Mr. Haskin had signed a
dunllcate. Mr. Haskin, he said, put his
i'litial on every page o the document. 1 he
testator he believed, was sound In mind
and body and was not under any undue in¬
fluence

"

His testimony as to the signing
of the will corroborated that of the body
servant.

"Mr'Haskin did not have paresis In 1801.

"SWiver particular .» U.
choice of words to express an idea, an¬
swered Dr. phelps. "I don't know that he
m.vo1.| oji tjie time. He swore moderate.
"Did vou ever hear him use profane or

indecent language in the society of ladies.

"Woiddn't it surprise you to learn that

^'Ym if anywhere outside of his own
fanillv' Men are generally less particular
in their own families than elsewhere
Ex-Siirrogate Ransom asked Dr. T helps

on re-dlrect examination what Mr. Haskin
had said to him in the alcove of the
billiard room.
WHAT HASKIN'S TOLD THE DOCTOR.
"He said he was about to make a will,

and that the largest part of his property
would Co to his son," replied the doctor.
.He said he'd made his own money.
His son had been a good boy, and had
been his right hand man. He said he was
proud of his own name, and that, his son
we his name He hoped his name would
be perpetuated, and that he himself would
be remembered through his son.
"Ho then made statements which I do

not care to repeat, the general trend
of which was that on geiieral principles
his son was more entitled to Inherit the
property than his daughters. His remarks
were uncomplimentary, not to> his wife,
but to his daughters and to his sons-in-

la"Whv do you hesitate to repeat Mr
Haskin's exact language, Dr. I helps/
asked the ex-Surrogate. ,v"Because there are ladles in the room,"
answered the doctoi, simply.
Lawyer Goodrich insisted that Dr. Phelps

repeat the precise phrases in a low tone
to Surrogate Arnold, the stenographer and
himself. Dr. Phelps did so, but his face
was ablaze when he finished. After re¬
lating numerous minor incidents of the
dav on which the will was signed, Dr.
phelps left the stand. The trial was
adjourned to January 16 at 10:30 o clock
in the morning.

Ice Bxtingniiliei Buoy Uglits.
jjvge Ice floes were carried out to sea by

the- ebb tide yesterday from the Narrows
avd Newark Bay. The electric lights on the
buoys marking Gedney's Channel, off
Sandy Hook, were extinguished. The red
light on the buoy at the Southwest Spit
vvas not disturbed. The Lighthouse De¬
partment was notified to replace the lights[/esterda/.

Almost any change from the
usual sameness in men's attire is
welcome. It has been a single-
breasted sack suit every purchase;
suppose you try a double-breasted
this time?
Fancy mixtures and solid colors

.rough and smooth cloths.
$16 to $28; all prices between.

as low as $14 for young men.

Rogers Peet & Co
Prince and Broadway.
Wan-en und Broadway.
Thirty-second and Broadway.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING

EPPS'S COCOA
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

"By a uiorougu kuowieuge of tue natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
anil nutrition, and by a careful application of
the fine properties of well-selected Cocoa. Mr
EppB has provided for our breakfast and supper
a delicately flavored beverage which mav save
us many heavy doctor?' bills. It is by the ju¬
dicious use of such articles of diet that a con¬
stitution may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendency to disease.
Hundreds of subtle maladies are lloating around
us ready to attack wherever there is a weak
poiDt. We may escape many a fatal shaft bv
Keeping ourselves well fortified with pure blood
and a properly nourished frame.".Civil Service
Gazette.
Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold

only in half-pound tins, by Grocers,
labelled thus:

JAMES EPPS 4 CO., Ltd., Homoeopathic Chemists,
London, England.

RUPTURE CURED;
The Improved Elastic Truss is the only truss

in existence that is worn with absolute comfort
night aud day, as it retains the rupture under
the hardest exercise or severest strain, and will
effect a permanent aud speedy cure without re¬

gard to the age of the patient. Examination
free. Lady in attendance for ladies. Send for
pamphlet.

IMPROVED ELASTIC TRUSS CO.,
822 and 824 Broadway, cor. 12th St., New York.

CADETS FOUND DEFICIENT.

The Military Career of Fourteen Young
Men Ended by the Examinations.

West Point, Jan. 13..The semi-annual
examinations of the cadets of the Military
Academy, which were completed on Satur¬
day last, were the most satisfactory ever

held at the academy. None of the members
of either the first or second class were
found deficient, and, out of a total class
membership of 320, only fourteen young
men were found Incompetent, and recom¬
mended for discharge.
The third class lost three of Its

members.Carroll, who was appointed
from Wisconsin; Lyon, of Louisiana, and
Whitted, of North Carolina. In the fourth
class the deficient cadets wore Armstrong
of Ohio; Brownlee, of New York; Chamber¬
lain, of Illinois; Cromwell, of Minnesota;
Coughlan and Fitzgerald, of New York;
Henley, of Alabama; Johnson, J. W.. of
Illinois; Itowe, of Ohio; Linn, of Ohio, and
Itowley, of Michigan.
This Is the smallest number of failures

found at the semi-annual examination for
several years.
The death of Professor Postiethwalte,

the chaplain of the academv, leaves a
vacancy on the Academic Board The
appolncmeut rests with President Cleve¬
land. This is the first vacancy in the
Academic Board that has occurred durinsr
his administration.

HE STOLE BREAD AND MILK.

The Old Man Was Staggering Under His
Load When He Was Arrested.

Michael Strawmb, an old man, who
claimed to be destitute and homeless, could
not account for the possession of twenty-
two loaves of bread and two bottles of miik
yesterday morning, and when arraigned in
the Gates Avenue Police Court, Brooklyn,
he was sentenced to six months' imprison¬
ment.
Captain Early, of the Gates Avenue Po¬

lice Station, has had frequent complaint*
that groceries and milk left outside stoiv*
and at the doorways of houses in the early
morning have been missing. Policeman
Coziene met Strawmb, who is sixty-five
years old, yesterday morning, staggering
under the load of a heavy sack. Strawmb
was arrested as a vagrant, and, at the po¬
lice station, his sack was found to contain
bread which had been delivered at the
houses of customers from various stores.
In the police court Strawmb refused to
give his address or give any account of
himself.

HAD A DOG IN THE PULPIT.

Minister Aylsworth's Novel Illustration for
His Sermon.

"On Guard" was the subject of a ser¬

mon delivered in the Park Methodist
Church, at Bloomfleld, N. J., Sunday by
Rev. It. M. Aylsworth and which he Il¬
lustrated in a novel way. A large shep¬
herd dog was in one corner of the pulpit.
Mr. Aylsworth introduced the animal to

the congregation by calling out, "Here,
Duke." The dog slowly aros<> and walked
alongside of the preacher. He was then
commanded to lie down, after which Mr.
Aylsworth completed his sermon.

THREW LYE IN THEIR EYES.

A Jealous Cook Blinds a Man and a Woman
in a Restaurant.

Cincinnati, O., Jan. 13..Frank Maclew-
ski, a waiter In the new Gait House
restaurant, was blinded last night by Joe
Coleman, a cook, who threw concentrated
lye in his eyes as the result of a quarrel.
Maciewski was talking to .Lizzie Wal-

drou, a waiter girl, at the time, and a

portion of the lye entered her eyes. It is
believed both will lose their sight.

SHOT FOR SINGING A SONG.

Taylor Persisted in Annoying a Man's
Wife and Was Killed.

Paris, Tex., Jan. 13..A man named Tay¬
lor, who was employed as section hand at
Hinckley, five miles north of here, shot and
instantly killed an unknown man who per¬
sisted in singing an improper souk In the
presence of Taylor's wife. Taylor fled, but
it Is not believed that an tenergetic effort
will be made to capture him.

Broker Dnrbrow'N House Destroyed.
Flames destroyed the handsome home of

William G. Durbrow, a New York insur¬
ance broker, at Montclalr, N. J., shortly
after noon yeslcrday, entailing a loss of
about $(>,000. Mrs. Durbrow and her chil¬
dren had a narrow escape from the sec¬
ond story.
The fire Is supposed to have been caused

by an overheatpd furnace. The building
was fully insured.


